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ABUNDANCE FARM 
Rabbi Jacob Fine 
rabbijacob@cbinorthampton.org 
 
ADULT EDUCATION 
Joshua Roth 
jroth@mtholyoke.edu 
 
ALMA, the Religious School 
Rabbi Jacob Fine 
rabbijacob@cbinorthampton.org 
 
BIKKUR CHOLIM 
Norbert Goldfield 
rin8312011@gmail.com 
 
CBI OUTDOORS 
Alan Berkenwald 
alanadb@comcast.net 
 
CEMETERY 
Edward Allen 
ejstoneybrook@comcast.net 
 
CHEVRA KADISHA 
Amy Mitrani 
413-210-5119 
 
Susan Mosler 
413-537-4129 
 
CHESED COMMITTEE  
Susan Mosler 
smosler600@gmail.com 
 
Maxine Stein 
maxexdir@aol.com 
 
COT SHELTER 
Peggy Hepburn 
413-582-0610 
 
DUES & ASSESSMENTS 
Ben Cuperman 
director@cbinorthampton.org  
 
EDUCATION 
Tamara Kupfer 
takupfer@gmail.com 
 
Eve Weinbaum 
weinbaum@lrrc.umass.edu 
 
ENDOWMENT  
MANAGEMENT 
John Todd 
johnftodd@gmail.com 
 
FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT 
Alan Berkenwald 
alanadb@comcast.net 
 

DEVELOPMENT/
SUSTAINABILITY 
Norbert Goldfield 
rin8312011@gmail.com 
 
GOVERNANCE 
Stephan Wurmbrand 
stephan.wurmbrand@tcsgp.com 
 
HOUSE & PROPERTIES 
AESTHETICS 
Stephan Wurmbrand 
stephan.wurmbrand@tcsgp.com 
 
ISRAEL COMMITTEE 
Mordi Kamel 
Mordechai.Kamel@gmail.com 
 
LANDSCAPE 
Mark Brumberg 
markbrumberg@comcast.net 
 
LIBRARY 
Amy Wolpin 
wolpin.amy@gmail.com  
 
Diane Palladino 
Diane_p@me.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
WELCOMING 
Naomi Tannen 
tannenmahay@msn.com 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Jeff Caplan-Interim Chair 
caplanjeff@comcast.net 
 
RITUAL 
Rabbi Justin David 
rabbi@cbinorthampton.org 
 
TIKKUN OLAM 
Pamela Schwartz 
pschwartz77@gmail.com  
 
Amy Leos-Urbel 
aleos-urbel@comcast.net 
 
VALLEY JEWISH SENIORS 
Henia Lewin 
Program Coordinator 
hennylewin@yahoo.com 
 
Deborah Epstein, MPH 
Volunteer Coordinator 
dlfepstein@gmail.com 

The CBI newsletter is published six times per year. 
The next KEHILA will be the JUNE/JULY issue. 

 
 

  FIRM DEADLINE: MAY 18, 2018 
 
 

PLEASE MAKE SUBMISSIONS BY THE DEADLINE TO 
INSURE THEY WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE KEHILA 

 
 
 

Submit entries via email: office@cbinorthampton.org 
We canôt guarantee publication of pictures and ads that are 

not submitted in .jpeg format.  
 

The Kehila is published by and for the membership of CBI. 
The editorial board may accept or reject submissions 
without explanation. CBI does not endorse any of its 
advertisers. 

Rabbi    Justin David 

    rabbi@cbinorthampton.org 

Executive Director  Ben Cuperman 

                  director@cbinorthampton.org 

Director of Jewish Life  Rabbi Jacob Fine  

      rabbijacob@cbinorthampton.org 

Preschool Director   Kate Holdsworth-Clarke 

      gan.keshet@cbinorthampton.org 

Kehila Editors    Gillian Murray Kendall 

     gkendall@smith.edu 

                                        Ben Cuperman 

      director@cbinorthampton.org 

Kehila Designers  Cynthia White  

      office@cbinorthampton.org 

Maintenance Supervisor  Lennie McKemmie 

CBI&LGA    building@cbinorthampton.org   

 

COMMITTEES  

CONGREGATION BôNAI ISRAEL 
253 Prospect Street, Northampton MA 01060 
Phone:  413-584-3593 Å Fax: 413 587-3949    

office@cbinorthampton.org Å www.cbinorthampton.org 

STAFF 

Alan Berkenwald 
David Berkman 
David Cohen 
Joel Feldman 
Norbert Goldfield  

Rachel Hannah 
Sara Haimowitz 
John Joelson 
Mordechai Kamel 
David Kaufman 

Benjamin Levin 
Amy Siege 
Lauren Weinsier  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Co-President  Max Page   

   mpage@art.umass.edu 

Co-President  John Todd 

   johnftodd@gmail.com 

Vice President  Stephan Wurmbrand 

   swurmbrand@tcsgp.com  

Secretary  Sarah Winston 

   sarahmilesnyc@aol.com 

Treasurer  Jim Sagalyn   

                                       jsagalyn@aol.com            

CONTACT  INFORMATION  
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FROM  THE  CBI BOARD  CO-PRESIDENT , MAX  PAGE   

 

Dear CBI Members, 
 
I am writing this to you after an evening of kvelling at CBI.  On Sunday, March 19 a hundred congregants 
and neighbors had a chance to listen to a conversation between Rabbi Justin David and renowned writer 
and scholars Ilan Stavans about the ideas raised in Justinôs new book, Longing: Jewish Meditations on a 
Hidden God. That food for thought was followed by Bianca Cupermanôs delicious food, which made for a 
perfect evening.   If youôd like to come to New York to celebrate yet another milestone for Rabbi David ï his 
award as a human rights hero from Tôruah on May 8, contact Pamela Schwartz (pschwartz77@gmail.com) 
for ticket and carpooling information. 
 
Spring is absolutely, positively about to spring, and we look forward to the chance to spend more time 
outside.  In preparation for Pesach, there is a community matzah bake on March 25, and a shed raising 
celebration on April 15, as we move to rebuild in the wake of the fire that destroyed a much-used and much
-beloved farm building.   The ping-pong table will soon emerge for its three seasons of service, providing an 
opportunity for fun, peaceful ï yet competitive! ï games. 
 
As I write, I am also headed to another shiva ï we have had a number of deaths in our extended 
community this winter and spring.  This one is for Morris Gould, who was about to reach the age of 100 in 
April.  What uplifts me, however, is seeing how many CBI members come to support the mourners in our 
community.  People show up, pull out a prayer book from the suitcases that we have ready for these 
moments, daven, listen to stories, and then, in honor of the continuation of life, have a nosh.  Our journey 
goes on.  
 
Max Page 
Co-President 
 
P.S. Should you want a little more taste of Torah from Ilan Stavans (with an assist from me), please take a 
look at this dialogue on jealousy in the Los Angeles Review of Books at the following link: 
https://goo.gl/vVN97b. 

https://goo.gl/vVN97b
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Rosh Chodesh Ritual for Women 
 

All women are invited to celebrate the new month at our Rosh Chodesh ritual 

on Wednesdays, April 18 and May 16,  in the sanctuary at CBI at 7:15 pm. Join 

us for discussion and learning, singing, personal sharing, recitation of 

blessings for seeing the moon, optional healing prayers and snack. Just show 

up, no need to sign up. 

UPCOMING  CBI EVENTS  

Tuesday Text Study  
Tuesdays at 12:15 pm  
with Rabbi Justin David 

 
Join us weeklyðor as often as you canð for an informal study of Jewish texts and lively 
discussions held in the CBI library every Tuesday.  Registration is not required, and there is no 
charge. Contact Rabbi Justin David for more information at rabbi@cbinorthampton.org or call 
(413) 584-3593 ext. 208 

Thursday Meditation at CBI 
Every Thursday morning 8:15 ï 9:00 am 

 
In the midst of our very busy lives it is a wonderful gift to have this time set aside for quiet 

contemplation.   People begin to arriveat 8:00 am and take a seat in a circle.  Some people do yoga 

or tai chi or simply relax and settle in to the quiet atmosphere.  At 8:15 am one of the group who 

has volunteered to give a ten minute Dôvar Torah begins the session.  Then, for half an hour of 

meditation, all is peaceful and silent. One neednôt be an experienced meditator to take advantage 

of this time for peace and quiet and separation from the world of noisy demands for our attention.    

Everyone is welcome.  We invite you to try it.    

Evening Musical Services 

with Rabbi Justin David, Rabbi Jacob Fine, Felicia Sloin,  
and David Weidenfeld 

 
April 13 at 6:00 pm:  Kol Shabbat Services  

 May 11 at 5:30 pm: ALMA Shabbat Service with 
Potluck  

Community Meeting: Renovation and Expansion of CBI Building 
Architect Maryann Thompson will elicit input from community members abut the needs of CBI and 
will discuss how the redesign of our building and spaces can help us fulfill our various goals for CBI.  
 

Sunday, April 8, 11:30 am to 1:00 pm in the Social Hall, following the CBI Caf® 
 

For more information, write to Max Page, milomaximpage@gmail.com. 

mailto:milomaximpage@gmail.com
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GAN  KESHET 

 
Celebrate the fruits of the Spring 
Season with Gan Keshet! 
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Upcoming events for Israelôs 70th Independence Anniversary: 

Israel@70 ï Reflections by Members of the Community 

In anticipation of the 70th anniversary of the Independence of the State of Israel, the Israel 

Committee of CBI asked a number of members of the congregation to reflect on what Israel means 

to them, and to share their thoughts with all of us. In the ten days leading up to April 19, Yom 

HaôAtzmaut, Israel's Independence Day, you will, via email, be receiving personal stories and 

reflections from these members from years past and/or their current thoughts on present day 

Israel. We hope that these reflections will inspire you and help you think about what Israel means 

to you. 

 

Above and Beyond 

On Yom Haôatzmaut, Thursday, April 19 at 7:15 pm, we will be showing the movie Above And 

Beyond about  Jewish-American World War II fighter pilots . Three years after the war, in 1948, 

they answered a call for help, trained in secret, and flew for Israel in its War of Independence. 

They were known as members of Machal, ñvolunteers from abroad.ò   This event is sponsored by 

CBI and the Northampton-Amherst Chapter of Hadassah. 

 

Israel Committee Endorsed Events: 

 

Yom Hashoah Holocaust Memorial 

On Sunday, April 8, 2018, 7:00 pm at the JCA, the movie Defying the Nazis will be shown.  The 

documentary tells untold story of an American husband and wife who spent nearly two years on 

life-threatening missions in Europe to save refugees and dissidents from Nazi occupation. 

 

The Island 

On Sunday, April 15, 2018, 7:00 pm at the JCA, there will be a screening of the documentary  The 

Island about the French Hospital St. Louis. The place is an island of compassion and grace and 

stands in the center of Jerusalem, on the tense line between east and west, opposite the old walls. 

Israel Bonds to Honor Western MA Congregational Leaders 
 

The Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds will honor Western Massachusetts 
congregation leaders at its annual dinner on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 6:00 pm, at Chez Josef, 
176 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam, MA. The cost of the event is $65/person. This yearôs event will be 
a special celebration commemorating the 70

th
 anniversary of the State of Israel. 

 
We are delighted to announce that Ben and Bianca Cuperman have been selected as 
Congregation Bônai Israelôs honorees. They will receive the Star of David Award.  The award is 
given to those who, in the spirit of King David, have demonstrated a devotion to the Land and 
People of Israel through exceptional leadership and dedication. 
Please mark your calendars now to honor the Cupermans and share in their special night. 
Invitations will be mailed to all members of the Congregation. For more information, please call 

Barbara Starr, registered representative for Israel Bonds for Western MA, at 860-656-2110 or 

email Barbara.starr@israelbonds.com. 

ISRAEL COMMITTEE  
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CBI Israel Committee 

Congregation BôNai Israel Mission Statement 

It is the mission of CBI to strengthen Jewish life in Northampton and provide religious, educational and 

social programs which respond to the changing needs and desires of our congregation, while holding fast 

to the Jewish ideals and values that have sustained our people for thousands of years. Accordingly, the 

Israel Committee has established its mission and operational principles as follows: 

 

CBI Israel Committee Mission 

The mission of the Israel Committee is to foster a connection to, and sustain a relationship with the land, 

the people and the state of Israel. The committee will engage with Israel as our primary concern and as a 

vital component of our identity as American Jews.  We will advocate for the civil and religious rights of all of 

its residents, and a peaceful resolution of ongoing conflicts with its neighbors. 

 

The Israel Committee will: 

Facilitate learning opportunities that broaden our understanding of Israelôs history, politics, and culture; 

Work to support Jewish ideals and values within Israel, consistent with those of CBI; 

Convene the Congregation in times of crisis, celebration and commemoration of events related to Israel. 

 

The Israel Committee Operational Principles 

We recognize that members of our congregation hold a wide variety of opinions concerning Israel. We are 

dedicated to creating a safe and respectful environment within the Committee and for CBI congregants that 

enables members to learn and connect to Israel on their own terms. 

 

Our programming will help to inform congregants of the impact of domestic policies both in the US and in 

Israel, as well as world current events that affect the State of Israel. 

 

We will facilitate community conversations within the CBI community aimed at supporting an understanding 

and bridging between diverging opinions related to Israel. 

 

The Committee will be open to all members and will look for resources available within and outside the 

congregation to support its mission. 

 

How You Can Help the Israel Committee 

The Israel Committee is always looking for more members.  In addition to attending our regular meetings, 

as a member of the committee you can decide what else you might like to do: plan or suggest programs, 

lead a subcommittee, or help run an event.  Please contact the Israel Committee Chair, Mordi Kamel at 

Mordechai.Kamel@gmail.com for additional information. 
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 ALMA /FAMILY  PROGRAMMING  
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 APRIL 2018 NISSAN  Å IYYAR  5778 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  

1  PASSOVER II 
 
9:30 am: PASSOVER 
SERVICE 
 
7:59 pm: HOLIDAY ENDS 

2  CHOL HAMOED I 

 
 
 
 
 

3 CHOL HAMOED II 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 

4 CHOL HAMOED III 
 
 

8  
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 
 
11:30 am: COMMUNITY 
MEETING-CBI 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
7:00 pm: YOM HASHOA 
EVENT AT JCA 
(see page 8) 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 TIKKUN OLAM/JALSA 
LOBBY DAY 
(see page 14) 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm: MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
 

15 
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 

 
12:00-4:00 pm: 
ABUNDANCE FARM 
SHED RAISING DAY 
(see page 18) 
 
3:00 pm: FACING 
NUCLEAR THREAT TALK 
(see page 7) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 YOM HAZIKARON 
12:30 pm: SENIOR 
LUNCHEON (see page 21) 
 
5:30 pm: WEEKLY 
MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
7:15 pm: ROSH 
CHODESH WOMENôS 
RITUAL (see page 4) 

22   
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 
 
4:00 pm: JEWISH 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
 

23   
 
 

24 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 
 
 

25 
 
5:30 pm: MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
 

29 
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 
 
2:00-5:00 pm: ISRAEL 
COMMITTEE EVENT 
(details TBA) 
 

30 
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APRIL 2018 NISSAN  Å IYYAR  5778 

THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

5  CHOL HAMOED IV 
 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY (see page 4) 
 
 
EVE OF PASSOVER VII 
7:03 pm: CANDLE LIGHTING 

6 CBI OFFICES CLOSED 
 
PASSOVER VII 
9:30 am: PASSOVER MORNING 
SERVICE 
6:00 pm: PASSOVER EVENING 
SERVICE  
 
7:04 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

7    PASSOVER VIII 
9:30 am: PASSOVER MORNING 
SERVICE WITH YIZKOR 
 
 
11:15 am: SHABBAT FAMILY JAM 
 
8:06 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 

12 YOM HASHOA 
 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY (see page 4) 
 
 

13 
 
6:00 pm: KOL  SHABBAT  MUSICAL 
SERVICE 
 
7:12 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

14  
9:30  am:  
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES IN 
THE SANCTUARY   
(PARASHAT  SHEMINI) 
 
 
8:15 pm SHABBAT ENDS 

19  
YOM HAôATZMAUT-ISRAEL 7OTH 
ANNIVERSARY 
 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY (see page 4) 
 
NO ALMA: SCHOOL BREAK 
 
7:15 pm: ISRAEL COMMITTEE 
CELEBRATION-MOVIE  
(see page 11) 
 

20  
 
6:00 pm: KABBALAT SHABBAT  
EVENING SERVICE 
 
 
7:20 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 
 

21  
9:30 am: SOD-HASHABBAT 
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES IN 
THE SANCTUARY   
(PARASHAT  TAZRIA-METZORA) 
 
11:15 am: SHABBAT SHABLOOM 
NO ALMA: SCHOOL BREAK 
 
8:24 pm SHABBAT ENDS 
 
 

26 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY (see page 4) 
 
 
7:30 pm: CBI BOARD MEETING 

27 
6:00 pm: KABBALAT SHABBAT  
EVENING SERVICE 
 
7:28 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 
 

28 
9:30 am: SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY  
(PARASHAT ACHAREI-KEDOSHIM) 
 
11:15 am: SHABBAT SING 
 
8:32 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  

  1 
 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 

2  

6 
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 

 
10:00 am-4:00 pm: 
ABUNDANCE FARM 
SPRING VOLUNTEER 
DAY 

7 
 

8 
 
 
6:00 pm: TôRUAH GALA TO 
HONOR RABBI DAVID IN 
NYC 
(see page 3) 
 

9 
5:30 pm: MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
 

13   
 
9:30 am: CBI CAF£ 
(see page 23) 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 

16 
12:30 pm: SENIOR 
LUNCHEON (see page 21) 
 
5:00  PM:OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM OPEN 
HOUSE 
5:30 pm: MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
7:15 pm: ROSH 
CHODESH WOMENôS 
RITUAL (see page 4) 

20 
SHAVUOT I 
 
 
 
 
EVE OF SHAVUOT II 
CANDLE LIGHTING 
AFTER 9:00 PM 

21 
SHAVUOT II 
 

22 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 

23 
 
5:30 pm: MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 
7:15 pm: ISRAEL 
COMMITTEE FILM 
COLLIDING DREAMS 
(see page 11) 

27 
 
4:00 pm: JEWISH 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 

28 
 

 
 
 
 

29 
 
12:15 pm: TEXT STUDY 
GROUP (see page 4) 

30 
 
 
 
5:30 pm:  MINYAN IN THE 
SANCTUARY 
 

MAY 2018 IYYAR Å SIVAN  5778 

Dates subject to change.  
Go to:  
http://
cbinorthampton.org/
calendar/  
for the most current info 

http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
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THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

3   

 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY  (see page 4) 
 
 

4 
6:00 pm: KABBALAT SHABBAT 
EVENING SERVICE  
 
 
7:36 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

5  PRIDE SHABBAT  

 
9:30 am: SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY 
(PARASHAT  EMOR) 
 
10:00 am: TORAH STUDY WITH 
RABBI JACOB 
11:15 am: SHABBAT FAMILY JAM 
8:41 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 

10 
8:00 pm: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY  (see page 4) 
 
 

11 
 
5:30 pm: ALMA SHABBAT MUSICAL 
SERVICE (OUTDOORS WEATHER 
PERMITTING) 
 
7:43 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 
 

12 SISTERHOOD SHABBAT  
9:30 am: MORNING SERVICES IN 
THE SANCTUARY  
(PARASHAT BAHAR-BECHUKOTAI) 
 
 
11:15 am: SHABBAT SHABLOOM 
 
8:50 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 
 

17 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY  (see page 4) 
 
 

18 
 
 
6:00 pm: KABBALAT SHABBAT 
EVENING SERVICE  
 
7:50 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

19 9:30 am: SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICES IN THE SANCTUARY  
(PARASHAT BAMIDBAR) 
 
10:00 am: TORAH STUDY WITH 
RABBI JACOB 
 
11:15 am: SHABBAT SING 
 
8:59 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 
SHAVUOT CELEBRATION & ALMA 
GRADUATION 

24 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY  (see page 4) 
 
 
 

25 
 
6:00 pm: KABBALAT SHABBAT 
SERVICE 
 
 
7:57 pm: SHABBAT CANDLE 
LIGHTING 

26 
9:30 am: SOD-HASHABBAT 
SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES IN 
THE SANCTUARY   
(PARASHAT  NASO) 
 
 
9:06 pm: SHABBAT ENDS 

31 
8:00 am: LECHA DUMIYAH 
TEHILLA MEDITATION IN 
LIBRARY  (see page 4) 

 
7:30 pm: CBI BOARD MEETING 
 

  

MAY 2018 IYYAR Å SIVAN  5778 

Dates subject to change.  
Go to:  
http://
cbinorthampton.org/
calendar/  
for the most current info 

http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
http://cbinorthampton.org/calendar/
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